Entrapment and obstruction of the esophagus from thoracic spine hyperextension-dislocation injury.
We have reported a unique case of esophageal entrapment and obstruction from a thoracic spine hyperextension-dislocation injury after a motor vehicle crash. Because the risk for esophageal injury is not typically associated with thoracic spine injury, a heightened sensitivity for developing symptoms and signs is at least necessary. As with any injury to the gastrointestinal tract, optimal therapy requires resuscitation and prompt operative intervention.